


When we think of air pollution in Vietnam, we 

normally think of outdoor air pollution in heavily

populated urban areas. However some of the worst

air pollution occurs indoors in rural areas. The burning

of biomass such as wood, coconut coir and other crop 

residues as a source of fuel generates smoke, 

particulates, carbon monoxide, methane and hundreds 

of organic compounds including many carcinogens. As 

a result, thousands of people in Vietnam die each year.
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ñAccording to World Health Organization estimates, 

more people in the developing world die each year 

from conditions related to indoor air pollutionðmostly 

from inefficient, solid-wood-burning stovesðthan 

tuberculosis or malaria.ò

http://www.newsweek.com/id/226941/page/1
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http://www.newsweek.com/id/226941/page/1


Indoor cook stoves cause two million deaths per year 

in India alone. Also the soot from cook stoves has even 

been linked in a major way to the faster-than-expected 

rate of global warming and glacial melting. One might 

argue that many people cannot afford kerosene, LPG or 

propane, and that little can be done to stop the burning 

of low-grade biomass fuels. 
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Ultimately the answer does not lie in abandoning low-

cost biomass fuels, but in extracting from them a gas 

that burns as cleanly as propane or any other fossil fuel. 

Perhaps there is no fuel that burns as poorly and 

generates so much smoke as rice hulls, and yet Alexis 

Belonio, an agricultural engineer from the Philippines, 

did what all the experts said could not be done. 
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* http://www.scidev.net/en/agriculture-and-environment/air-pollution/opinions/put-an-end-to-indias-cookingstove-pollution.html


